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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ha!ng that which Separates Us from Jesus 
  
Our Lord o"en uses hyperbolic to shock His listeners. Today’s gospel provides a good example of this.  Jesus says that we 
cannot be his disciples if we come to Him without ha!ng father and mother, wife and husband, children and parents,  
brothers and sister, and even our own lives.  Such words shock us.  Our Lord is not telling us not to honor your father and 
mother, nor is He telling us to refuse to see God in others.  And He is not telling us to ignore God’s handwork in our own 
lives.  He is using startling words to illustrate the demands of being His disciples which includes ha!ng anything that keeps 
us from being a faithful disciple of Jesus. 
  
The parables in today’s Gospel about a man considering building a tower and a king preparing for war, tells us that we have 
to have a plan for how we are going to live as a Chris!an.  We have to ask ourselves how we can best prepare ourselves and 
the world for the Lord.  We have to stop and look at the many parts of our lives and consider if it fits into the life of a    
Catholic.  We have our work, our school, our families and friends, our sports and arts. These are important.  We have our 
bodies and so we have to exercise, eat properly and basically take care of ourselves.  Most important, we have those whom 
we love and those we take care of. All these are the threads that make up the fabric of our lives.   
 
We also have to consider if there are any parts of our lives that are actually tearing us away from being a Catholic          
Chris!an.  At !mes, this means making hard choices.  Maybe we need more sleep and less television, or more family !me 
and less !me before a screen, computer, tablet or phone.   Maybe we need fewer office projects, school commitments, or 
other ac!vi!es that keeps us away from serving God and those around us. 
  
Nothing is more important than being faithful to our Bap!smal Promises. Not our stuff, not our likes, not our perceived  
posi!on among our peers, not even the people in our lives.  We cannot allow anything to stand in the way of our being a 
true disciple of Jesus Christ.  Our Lord tells us:  "He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will 
keep it to life eternal.” 
  
To be a disciple of Christ means to live beyond the insignificant things that we throw into our lives and to make !me first 
for the things of God.  When Jesus speaks about ha!ng father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters and even 
our own lives, He is telling us to remove or change those things that hinder our fidelity to Jesus and His teachings. 
                                                                                                                                                 Fr. Tom 

St. John the Bap!st and Holy Family Catholic Parishes 

St. John’s 3rd Annual Pariah Picnic @ Oak Street Park 
from 11:30 am—3:00 pm. 



SATURDAY, September 14th, 7:00PM:  
Server Cross: Brock Mauer 
Candle bearers:    Gavin Mauer & Tenley Mauer 
Min. of Word:    Be(y Urmanski 
Eurcharis!c Ministers:  Be(y Urmanski, Joanne Berens, & 
   Eugene Scheiderer 
Offertory Family:    Kevin & Traci Schreiner Family 
Ushers:    Gary Urmanski & Michael Miller 

SUNDAY, September 15th, 10:30AM:  
Server Cross: Stetson Lemmer 
Candle bearers:   Aiden Berens & Taylor Hein 
Min. of Word:    Anne(e Gajewski 
Eurcharis!c Ministers:    Anne(e Gajewski, Joanne Berens 
    & Carolyn Schug 
Offertory Family:    Darin & Becca Seubert Family 
Ushers:    Tim Lemmer & Sara Lemmer 

 
BAPTISM PREPARATIONS:  

If you are looking to have a Bap!sm at Holy 
Family, Please contact Michelle Socha. 

Ministry Schedule 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

HOLY FAMILY — September 1st— Receipts  
Adults ......................................................................... $715.00 
Student........................................................................... $3.00 
Offertory .................................................................... $290.30 
Catholic Life.................................................................. $25.00 
Assump"on .................................................................. $10.00 
Fr Peter Books .............................................................. $10.00 
TOTAL ...................................................................... $1,053.30 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE:  If you wish to have a sanctuary candle 
to honor a special occasion, or a special inten!on for one 
week.  The cost is $5.00. 

September Birthdays— 
Sept 21st:  Ervin Myszka 

Sept 25th:  Gordon Baeseman 

Stewardship 

Holy Family News & Area Events 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 

2   |   Download Holy Family App @ my parishapp.com 

CCD News/Youth Group 38th Annual Rural Life Day: 
September 13th, 2019 

O(er Creek Farms 
Joe & Marce Ortner and Dan & Lori Ortner 

6608 County Road A 
Pi(sville, WI  54466 

Mass at 10:00am 
Luncheon to Follow 

 
Mother Theresa India Fes!val 

September 14th, 2019 from 3 to 7pm at Pacelli High 
School.  Meal Tickets are available for sale. 

Holy Family Staff 
HOLY FAMILY DIRECTORY 
Pastor, Rev. Thomas Huff…………………………....352-3011 
    frtomhuff@gmail.com 
Deacon Greg Kaiser…………………………….……….573-5072 
Office Admin, Michelle Socha…..……………..…..507-1975 
  holyfamilychurchponiatowski@gmail.com 
Ministry Schedule, Tracy Paul …………………..…551-9795 
CRE, Lori Gajewski…….……………………………..….257-7943 
Cemetery Bd, Wayne Mauer…………………..…..432-7256 

Normal Confession Times: 
Saturday Masses:  6:30pm 
Sunday Masses:  10:00am 

SAVE THE DATES: 
SEPTEMBER 11th @ 6:30pm-7:30pm:   

First Wednesday of CCD.   
HELP NEEDED: 

We are currently looking for more Servers, Lectors, 
Offertory Families, and Ministers for both Masses.  

Please contact Tracy Paul ASAP. 

SATURDAY, September 14th, 7:00pm:    
   For Our Parish Families 
 
SUNDAY, September 15th, 10:30am:   †Lawrence Miller 
   By Be(y Socha 
 
 

Welcome into God’s Family on July 
27th, KENZIA CAROL KAVAJECZ, 
daughter of Jacob and Amber.     

Congratula!ons to Kenzia, parents, godparents & family. 
 

Welcome into God’s Family on Sept 
1st, BARRETT GERALD RIESEN, son of  
Kenneth and Jenna.                         

Congratula!ons to Barre(, parents, godparents & family. 

Holy Family News & Area Events 



Mon., Sept. 9: Funeral Mass @11:30 am for Marge Heil. 
 
Tues., Sept. 10, 8:15 am: +John & Martha Kne(er by 
Dennis & Emily Kaiser 
 
Wed., Sept. 11, 8:15 am: +David Myszka by Dennis & 
Lyne(e Myszka 
 
Thurs., Sept. 12, 8:15 am: Communion Service 
 
Fri., Sept. 13, 8:15 am: +Michael Ze(ler by Shirley Ze(ler 
 
SATURDAY, September. 14: 
 4:00 PM: +Arlene Stencil by James & Marjean 
Nowack 
 
SUNDAY, September 15: 
 9:00 AM: +Philip & Beatrice Wirkus by Dan & 
Laura Switlick 

A bap!sm a#er the Mass. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Stewardship 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
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Sanctuary Candle Offering 

Deposits:                      August 27-September 2, 2019 
Adult Envelopes……..…………………...……………………….$4,005.00 
Offertory……………………………………………...……………..……539.49 
On-Line Envelopes…………………………………………………….885.00 
Parish dona!ons (candles and miscellaneous).………….109.55 
School Support………………………………………………………….600.00 
Mission Sunday…………………………………………………………..20.00 
Total……………………………………………………………..……..$6,159.04 

St. John’s Staff 
ST. JOHN’S DIRECTORY 
Pastor, Rev. Thomas Huff…………………………….352-3011 
    frtomhuff@gmail.com 
Deacon Greg Kaiser……………………………………..352-3011 
Office Admin, Nancy Hackel………………………...352-3011 
  parishadmin@stjohnedgar.org 
Bookkeeper, Maria Severson……..………………..352-3011 
Parish Office Assistant, Sally Bargender……….352-3011 
Principal, Jeff Gulan……………………………………..352-3000 
School Secretary, Marie Stubbe…………………..352-3000 
CRE, Nancy Hackel……………………………………….352-3011 
Church Dining Hall………………………...…….……...352-3111 
Sacristan: Marge Heidmann………………………...352-3011 
Music:  Judy Trawicki ………………………………….352-3011 
Cemetery Contact Person: Bill Tess …………….352-3011 
Educa"on Commi%ee: Michelle Hafferman...352-3011 

Ministry Schedule 

Saturday, September 14, 4:00 PM: 
CROSS BEARER: Jessica Mucha 
CANDLE BEARERS: Kendra & Laura Mucha 
MINISTER OF THE WORD: Grace Wirkus 
MINISTERS OF SONG: Sally Bargender & Sharon Ross 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Steve & Julie Schaefer, Richard 
Wirkus, Carol & Andy Kavajecz 
USHERS: Ken Schara, Tom & Chuck Mroczenski, Xavier 
Hackel  
 

Sunday, September 15, 9:00 AM: 
CROSS BEARER: Brady Lemmer 
CANDLE BEARERS: Mason Lemmer & Parker Albrecht 
MINISTER OF THE WORD: Barb Brehm 
MINISTERS OF SONG: Marisa Doll & Maureen Kne(er 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Lori Kavajecz, Beth Sommer, 
Mark & Sandy Stankowski  
USHERS: Rennie Lindner & John Schueller 

SANCTUARY CANDLE OFFERING: September 7-13, 2019 
(1) +Dave Filtzkowski by Helen Filtzkowski 
(2)   Special Inten!on by Helen Filtzkowski 

Matrimony: 
Couples desiring marriage should contact the pastor at least 
six months prior to an!cipated date of wedding. 
Bap!sms: 
Pre-registra!on is required by calling the parish office. 
Reconcilia!on: 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:30 pm & Sundays from 8:30-8:50 am.  
Call the parish office for confessions outside the normal 
!mes. 
Anoin!ng of the Sick: 
Any!me by request. 
Communion for Shut-ins: 
Call the parish office if you would like to receive Communion 
at home. 
Nursing Home &Hospital Visits: 
Both are visited on a regular basis.  Families may no!fy the 
parish office when a parishioner is hospitalized or in a    
nursing home. 
Parish Office: 715-352-3011 or parishamin@stjohnedgar.org. 

Sacraments & Spiritual Life 

September 28/29 weekend Masses will be assisted by St. 
John School Families.  Contact Nancy if you can help. 



St. John the Baptist News  
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HOLY NAME NEWS: 
¨ Tuesday, September 10 @ 7:00 pm mee!ng in the 

church dining hall. 
PCCW NEWS: 
¨ Thursday, September 12 @ 7:00 pm mee!ng in the  

church dining hall. 
¨ September Shut-in visits/correspondence is St. Rita. 
SCRIP NEWS: 
¨ SCRIP sellers for next weekend: 

Saturday, Sept. 14: Brenda Werner 
Sunday, Sept. 15:Nancy Hackel & Michelle Hafferman 

¨ Culvers Scrip is now available in $10.00 cards.   
PARISH NEWS: 
¨ Parish Volunteer Team Info Ses.-Mon, Sept. 9 @ 6 pm 
¨ Thursday, September 19 @ 6:30 pm Parish Finance 

Review Team in the parish office building. 
 

Adult Choir Prac!ce has begun for 
the fall and Christmas Season.  
Prac!ces are Monday evenings at 
6:30 pm.  If you would like to join 
this talented group, simply go to 
the next prac!ce.  Any ques!ons        
contact Judy Trawicki. 

 
A reminder to everyone who has a subscrip!on to the 
Magnificat , please renew your annual subscrip!on.  The 
cost is $26.50.  Contact Tricia Kaiser for more details. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY—65+ 
Sept. 8th—The Blessed Virgin Mary 

September 9th—Barb Lacke 
September 10th—Richard Wirkus 

September 12th—Janet Lake 
September 13th—Cecilia Schoenfuss & 

Leonard Springer 
September 14th—Dennis Sonnentag & Jill Waldron 

Vern Gagas birthday -August 31 was missed last month. 
 

The parish has updated the wireless network 
at school.  There are 8 EnGenius EWS360AP    
Wireless Managed 802.11ac 3-Stream Indoor 
Access Point for sale-$50.00/access point.  
The access points are two years old and all 
work.  If you would like to purchase all or one of the   
access points call the Parish office @ 715-352-3011. 
 
Due to the recent text scams, Father Tom has made a  
decision that cell numbers will not be on the list in the 
Staff Directory.  You may call the parish office from 9 
am—4pm Monday-Friday for assistance. 

St. John the Baptist News  

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
Q: As Catholics, we talk a lot about "redemp!ve 
suffering" and "carrying your cross." What does 
that mean prac!cally in daily life? 
A: When Jesus spoke these words, they would 
have sounded quite intense to his hearers. "Pick 
up your cross daily and follow me." At the !me, 
Jesus hadn't yet been crucified. A cross was a   
Roman torture instrument. "Pick up the thing that tortures 
you the most," Jesus seemed to say. Unfortunately, most of 
us have no real shortage of these in our life. To take up the 
cross isn't to seek out new sufferings in our life. It's to      
accept the life we have.  Of course, unjust or unhealthy    
circumstances should be rec!fied when possible. But there 
are always circumstances that remain out of our immediate 
control. It could be pain management, the defiance of our 
teenage child, or an unhealthy work environment... but you 
need the paycheck to pay the bills. In difficult circumstances, 
it can be easier to blame, complain, or daydream our way 
out of it. None of these are real solu!ons, since none of 
them accept the reality of the situa!on at hand. Those    
op!ons only add to our suffering, since they damage        
rela!onships, fixate on the problem, or set up unrealis!c 
expecta!ons. 
Instead, Jesus invites us to take up our cross - to look at the 
uncomfortable situa!on square in the eyes, take a deep 
breath, and do our best to be present to God's grace in the 
moment. To love those in our path. To take things one step 
at a !me. 

Educa!onal Workshop: Medicare and Medicare Supplement 
Health Insurance Made Easy, Tuesday, September 10 @ St. 
John the Bap!st, Edgar.  Register with Vicky @ 920-475-
3196, text or call.  Flyers available in church entrance. 
 
St. Louis Parish Fall Fes!val: Sunday, September 15, 2019  
This Dinner & Auc!on Event will be held at Dorchester    
Memorial Hall.  Dinner: 10:30 am - 1:00 pm; Adults-$10.00, 
12 & Under-$6.00, Preschool-Free.  Menu includes Beef Tips 
& Gravy, Kielbasa & Sauerkraut, Roast Turkey & Dressing, 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Caramelized carrots, Farm fresh 
corn, Coleslaw, & Fresh-baked pies!  
 
St. Mary's in Bangor will be hos!ng its annual Fall Dinner on 
Sunday, September 22 from 11:00 to 1:30. Ham, meatballs, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, carrots, coleslaw, pickles, home-
made bread, pie and bars will be served. Cost is $12 for 
adults, $5 for children 6 to 11, 5 and under are free.  


