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What or Who is the Kingdom of God?

Today’s parables all start with a reference to the kingdom: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed
good seed...”; “the kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard...”; “the kingdom of heaven is like leaven...”. It would be
something of an understatement to say that the kingdom of heaven seems to be quite important to Jesus. Not only is it the
theme of this central discourse, but, like John before him, it is the first thing Jesus preaches in his ministry: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

All this proclaiming of the kingdom and saying what it is like begs a question: “What is the kingdom of heaven?” A hint: it’s
not a place with clouds and angels and harps. Nor is Christ speaking particularly about a happy afterlife, although that is
certainly part of the picture.

Actually, “What is the kingdom of heaven?” is the wrong question. The first of today’s parables tells us “the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed” — not to the seed, nor to the field where it is sown, but to the
man who sows it. And later, in His explanation of the parable, Jesus says, “He who sows the good seed is the Son of man”,
which is His way of referring to Himself. In other words it is Christ himself who is the kingdom of heaven. So the question is
not “What is the kingdom of heaven?” but instead “Who is the kingdom of heaven?”; and the answer is Jesus of Nazareth,
the one whom Peter will later describe as “the Christ, the Son of the living God”. When Christ says: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand!”, He is really saying, “Repent — because | am here!”

When Christ says, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed” He is saying, “I am like a grain of mustard seed. |
— who am greater than anything of which you could conceive — have humbled myself and made myself tiny; but from that
tiny seed, the greatness of God will be revealed.”

And when Christ says, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven” He is saying, “I am like yeast hidden in the dough. | am
present throughout the whole of creation, often unseen and unnoticed, but quietly working to transform the universe.
Indeed, | will raise up all of creation.”

And the parable of the weeds among the wheat Christ tells us, “I am the one who sows what is good in the world, and I will
not allow that good to be destroyed by evil and corruption. You whom | have sown will not be cut down for the sake of the
evil in the world, but I will gather you to Myself at the close of the age.”

“l am the God of whom the book of Wisdom speaks, who cares for every thing, who is merciful and mild in judgment, who
grants the grace of repentance to those who sin, but who in My supreme strength will see justice done.”

This is Jesus Christ, the kingdom of heaven, who is proclaimed by the gospels and whom we are called to follow. Repent

and rejoice, for He is at hand!
. Tem




HOLY FAMILY PARISH

Mass Schedule & Intentions Holy Family Staff
SATURDAY, July 18th, 7:00pm: For Our Parish Families HOLY FAMILY DIRECTORY
Pastor, Rev. Thomas Huff........ccccecvvumvrninevennnn. 352-3011
SUNDAY, July 19th, 10:30am: +Virginia Schaefer frtomhuff@gmail.com
By Gayle & Wayne Mauer Deacon Greg KaiSer.........o.ueveeveeveeveereeieseens 573-5072
Office Admin, Michelle Socha............cc.cu....... 507-1975
SANCTUARY CAND"E‘_ July 11th—July 17th: holyfamilychurchponiatowski@gmail.com
In Memory of Michael Schueller Ministrv Schedul 507-1975
From Tom & Sandy Schueller inis ry. o 'e u e', ............................................ -
CRE, Lori GajewsKi..... cccvverveverieieieiniriinneeenes 257-7943
Cemetery Bd, Wayne Mauer..........ccceevvrvnnnns 432-7256

Normal Confession Times:

Saturday Masses: 6:30pm

Sunday Masses: 10:00am

JULY Birthdays— . g
July 1st: Patricia Obermeyer :f‘ "' Happy .
July 13th: Leander Rauen |ri7lBlI'thday

July 28th: Deloris Knauf

Spiritual Communion

Stewardship
HOLY FAMILY — June 28th — Receipts
AUILS oo $1,420.00
] (8Te 1] ) £ $0.00
(03727 o USSR $137.00
TOTAL ettt e e e e s $1,557.00

Holy Family Target .....cccoeeveeciieciicie e $19,390.00

Amount Received...........uuueeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeenns $19,295.00

DUE . ..ttt $95.00
HOLY FAMILY ADDRESS:

125074 County Road U
Edgar, WI 54426

What happens when we cannot receive Jesus
sacramentally? The tradition tells us to make a “spiritual
communion,” joining our whole selves—prayers, works,

joys, and sufferings—to his sacrificial presence in the
Eucharist—even when that sacrament is not before us to
receive.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and | desire You with all my heart.
Since | cannot now receive You sacramentally,

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.

| embrace You as if You were already in my heart
and unite myself to You completely.

Please do not let me ever be separated from You.

Amen.

Holy Family News & Area Events

Private Prayers

UPDATE:

Holy Family Parish will be opening their East Entrance door

for private prayer on
Tuesdays Nights: 5pm-8pm

BULLETINS

Bulletins are available for pickup on the back porch of the

T e =y
Vo Rest irt “Peace

Please pray for the repose of soul of Jeanette Guralski
who died June 26th and had a funeral service on July
10th. May her soul of the faithful departed rest in peace.

MISSION CO-OP
There will be a video July 18th-19th masses for our

rectory near the garage on the second driveway. Otherwise,
they are handed out after each mass. Call parish office if you
would like them mailed to you.

Mission Co-op for construction of a church in Togliatti,
Russia. Fr.S. Romanowski CSsR (Polish Redemptorists
Priests and Brothers) could not travel to join us here at

Poniatowski due to the pandemic.

2 | Download Holy Family App @ my parishapp.com



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Mass Schedule & Intentions

Mon., July 13, 8:15 am: Communion Service
Tuesday, July 14, 8:15 am: Communion Service
Wednesday, July 15, 8:15 am: Communion Service
Thursday, July 16, 8:15 am: Communion Service
Friday, July 17, 8:15 am: Communion Service

SATURDAY, July 18, 4:00 PM: +Lawrence Bargender by
llla Hiebl

A baptism following the Mass.

SUNDAY, July 19, 9:00 AM: +Gilbert Hafferman by Karl &
Michelle Hafferman & Family

Ministry Schedule

Saturday, July 18, 4:00 PM:
MINISTER OF THE WORD: Grace Wirkus

Sunday, July 19, 9:00 AM:
MINISTER OF THE WORD: Randy Myszka

Sanctuary Candle

SANCTUARY CANDLE OFFERING: July 11-17, 2020
1.) In Thanksgiving by Pat Krause
2.) In Thanksgiving by Leroy & Doreen Riehle

Weekday Mass Update:

On July 1st, 2020 Bishop Callahan sent a letter to all his
brother priests that weekday Masses were now open to the
public with 25% filling capacity. This week Father Tom is on
vacation. Check the bulletin or call the parish office if you
have questions.

St. John's Staff
ST. JOHN'’S DIRECTORY
Pastor, Rev. Thomas Huff.........ccccevveiriernnnennee. 352-3011
frtomhuff@gmail.com
Deacon Greg KaiSer.....ccvcvvivvecienseenienseecnnnenns 352-3011
Office Admin, Nancy Hackel..........c.cccoeeenne.. 352-3011
parishadmin@stjohnedgar.org
Bookkeeper, Maria Severson.........cccoceevevvvnnnnnns 352-3011
Parish Office Assistant, Sally Bargender.......... 352-3011
Principal, Sally Wenzel........oooveveviiceiececeen, 352-3000
School Secretary, Marie Stubbe.........ccccc........ 352-3000
CRE, Nancy Hackel.......oovvevvceeceecicece e, 352-3011
Church Dining Hall......covoveveeieieeeece e 352-3111
Sacristan: Marge Heidmann........ccceeeeeeevevervennns 352-3011
Music: Judy TrawicKi ....cceeeeeruerueieieineenrennene 352-3011
Cemetery Contact Person: Bill Tess................. 352-3011
Education Committee: Michelle Hafferman...352-3011
Stewardship

Deposits: June 30-July 6, 2020

AdUlt ENVEIOPES.......oeerereereerrereeeerenssssesaesseesessssssessssans $3,380.00
OffErtory...cc i s e s esnssnnss e sessnssanss 332.00
ON-Line ENVEIOPES.....ccceveereeneerrreereeceeneenenseessassaseseeseesansnes 655.00
PCCW DUES....ciiceueiiinesiinnnessnnnsssssesssssssssssssssssssssansssssnssssssssses 20.00
Jerome Wirkus Memorial-Church..........cccceccerveenncennane 1,500.00
Jerome Wirkus Memorial-School..........ccceeveverveeeneenne 1,575.00
Parish donations (candles, flowers & etc.).........cceecuruune.e. 45.25
TOUAL ettt s sne e e sessesssssessssssssssassasseseaans $7,507.25

Thank you for your financial support.

You can hear the Daily Mass on:
Relevant Radio you can hear the Holy Mass at 12:00
central time. Visit https://relevantradio.com/

EWTN go to https://www.ewtn.com/tv/weekly-grid

MISSION APPEAL WEEKEND: The weekend of July
18/19 St. John’s Parish was
scheduled to have a mission
appeal. Fr. Romanowski,
CSsR, Mission Appeal

& Poland scheduled to visit St.
John’s Parish. Due to the
COVID 19 Pandemic Father Romanowski is unable to have a
priest come to the United States.
St. John’s will show a youtube video sent from Father
Romanowski as an appeal will still be taken up for
constructing the church in Togliatti. For more information
visit https://youtu.be/XVDWUg6d3t0 .
If you would like to donate to the mission, please send all
donations to St. John’s Parish. If it is in a check form, write
the check to St. John’s Parish, and one check will be sent to
the Mission Office from the parish.

3 | Visit Our Website: www.church.stjohnedgar.org




St. John the Baptist News

SCRIP NEWS:

¢ Thank you to everyone who supports St. John’s Scrip
Program. Scrip will still be sold out of the office
Monday - Friday from 9:00 am-4:00pm and Berg Sales
from 4-6 pm Monday-Friday except Wednesdays.

¢ You may pre-order your Scrip to have the order
picked up at the weekend Masses.

¢ Scrip will be sold in the parish office immediately
following the weekend Masses.

PARISH NEWS:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY-65+
July 16-Arnold King & Dorothy Schueller
July 17-Roger Osterbrink

St. John the Baptist Parish will have

EUCHARISTIC . monthly Adoration beginning Jul.y 12,

ADORATION .= 2020. The blessed sacrament will be

AT OUR PARISH <2 exposed following the 9 am Mass

# .. and remain until 3:00 pm. Two ador-

ers are needed every hour. You can

sign up at the entrance of church or by calling the parish

office or by emailing the parish office. Moving forward,

monthly Adoration will be the second Sunday of the
month.

Our sympathies and prayers go out to the
Wilfred (Willie) Hall Family.

Willie passed away on Monday, June 29.
His funeral mass was July 2, 2020.

May his soul and the souls of all the
Faithfully departed rest in peace.

: Prayer corner

EST. JOHN: Let us keep in our prayers for healing at
:this time our parishioners: Jon Dvorak, Dorothy
EKingston, Sarah Mucha, Stacey Stencil, Jane Heil,
Derek Edwards and Verna Gagas.

: HOLY FAMILY: Let us keep in our prayers for healing
:and comfort for our parishioners at this

:time, especially: Larry Myszka,

'Abigail Schreiner, Roger Bergs, ﬁfﬁ%ﬂ"
Judy Brewster, Kitty Diedrich, Ervin

_Myszka, Gertie Guralski, Gordon & m
: Carol Baeseman, Lawrence Gajewski, f . Jﬁw

: and Wayne Mauer . . ﬁ,

General Info.

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK :
: Any good farmer will tell you that regardless of how good :
i the quality of the seed, its sprouting and bearing of effective
fruit is dependent upon the quality of the soil. Preparing the ;
isoil is one of the most essential components of farming. :
i There is no doubt that the seed of God’s Word will eventual-
§Iy achieve its purpose. God cannot and will not fail. When§
gand how that seed bears fruit is, however, dependent upon }
i us. What is the quality and condition of your soil? Life’s con-:
i cerns and preoccupations can cause us to become inatten-g
§tive to our inner life. This sometimes unintentional neglect :
i can result in our soil becoming hard, overgrown with weeds,
irocky, parched, and lifeless. When God’s seed is sown, it
i doesn’t always take root because it struggles to establish§
roots and flourish. How can you more attentively attend to :
ithe soil of your heart so that it will be a fertile and vital {
i place for the fruit of the Gospel to grow? _©LPi :

Edgar Fine Arts Association Announces Concert Schedule

{ Attention Music Lovers! :
: Things may still change, but AT THIS TIME, we are planning
ion hosting the concerts as scheduled with a fewg
§modifications. The audience will be asked to place their:
i chairs 'socially distanced' from NON-FAMILY members. :
{Hand sanitizer dispensers will be installed by the village
! staff by restrooms at parks in Edgar. Also, the concession§
sales will be canceled. :
i Our schedule of performers is:

i Thursday July 23- Tiny and Shoes;

Thursday July 30- Jerry Schmitt Trio;

i Thursday August 6- David Anthony Berg;

i Thursday August 13- Elvis (Fred Heidmann)

Witnesses for Christ Virtual Conference

§Fr. Timothy Gallagher, a world-renowned teacher andé
gspiritual director, will present on “Overcoming Spiritual§
: Discouragement” at a Diocesan Virtual Conference on:
 August 29™, 2020.
§Cost is $15 fee which includes his book shipped to your§
§home, and 4 live-streamed talks beginning at 10 AM. Forg
i more information and to register, go to diolc.org/witness.

Weekday Masses at St. John’s

Daily Mass at St. John the Baptist Parish is now open to the§
i public. Mass is at 8:15 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, :
gand Friday’s. Communion Service on Thursday mornings atg
:8:15 am. Please check the bulletin for any changes or caII§
! the parish office at 715-352-3011. :

. .
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School & C

St. John the Baptist Catholic School
www.stjohn-edgar.org - 715-352-3000

St. John School is looking to hire in two areas:

= The school is looking for another person to help in
Extended Care.

= The school needs a cleaning person.

If you are interested in any of the openings call or visit the

parish/school website for an application. Any questions you

may have, call the parish office and ask to talk to Father Huff.

St. John School is looking to add people on their substitute
teacher list. You must have a four year degree. For more
details call the school office at 715-352-3000.

St. John School Families, a reminder the Scrip incentive
program began July 1, 2020. Money earned through this
program can help pay for tuition and hot lunch payments.
For more details visit the school/parish web site or call the
parish or school offices.

{ j-;

o

Congratulations to Deacon Bornheimer who
made his First Holy Communion on July 1,
2020.

CCD Update:

A reminder to all incoming 10th and 11th grade students:
paperwork for Confirmation needs to be turned into the
parish office by August 1, 2020. Call or email the parish office
if you have questions or are uncertain what still needs to be
turned in.

A.nd he spoke to them at length in parables, saying:
“A sower went out to sow...Some seed fell among thoms,
and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell

on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or

thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

— Mt 13:3, T-%

ADT-Monitored Home Security F- :

et T8-Haur Protection From a Mamme You Can Trist

& Burglary
® Fira Safaty

PHOTECTIN'E SENIDRS MATIONWIDE

o MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM
. $29 95/MO

BILLED QUARTERLY

CALL NOW! 1.B877.801.7772
WWW.24-7TMEDALARM.COM

Berg Sales Inc.

Plumbing - HVAC - Electrical
Full Service Garage

715-352-2401
203 S 3rd Ave, PO Box 138 Edgar WI
bergsales2401 @hotmail.com
www.bergsalesinc.com

o

St. John the Baptist
stjohn-edgar.weshareonline.org

John Neumueller Ins Agency Inc
John Neumueller, Agent
1427 Merrill Avenue

Wausau, Wl 54401

Bus: 715-675-3324

We're all in this together.
State Farm* has a long tradition of being there.
That's one reason why I'm proud to support
Holy Family/St. John the Baptist

Here to help life go righ"'& Stai‘eFafm

1801073 State Farm, Bloomi IL

i{. Essence Oil
Stlt_zgz Certified IMBER]AND : (()\ ‘R-[ r.( )BA‘\J f)\N

Fully Insured Distributing packaged and bulk lubricants

and supplies since 1988....
NCWRIE)((’)E‘;; ;:g’:&‘:ﬁgelmg Construction - Farming & Logging « Trucking
Jordan Gajewski Eric Gajewski Industrial Service/Repair - Wholesale & Retail
(715) 897-5638 (715) 432-6619 | | 1116 Park View Lane - Athens, Wl - (715) 257-7818

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Contact Dan Stone to place an ad today!
dstone@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2607 ]

JANKE GENERAL
CONTRACTORS, INC.
1223 River View Lane, Athens

(Ipi} 4C B 01-2003



